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In July 2007, Ferrell 
Secakuku, passed away at 
the age of 69. Ferrell 
was a remarkable man. 
He was a father, 
grandfather, husband, 
partner, farmer, 
rancher, a leader in both 
the spiritual and the 
political realms, 
businessman, composer 
and singer of traditional 
and children’s songs, 
teacher, artist, long 
distance runner, 
anthropologist, and Hopi 
ambassador to the 
world. For the many who 
knew him, he was among 
the wisest, humblest, and 
hardest working people 
we have ever known. He 
was a true Hopi.

At the age of 69, Ferrell 
earned a Master of Arts 
Degree in Anthropology 
at Northern Arizona 
University.  He knew 
that, with the passing of 
his generation, more and 
more of Hopi knowledge 
and tradition would be 
lost. It was his goal to 
bridge this rich oral 
tradition of ancient 
legends, children’s tales, 
and clan histories with 
modern anthropological 
and archaeological research, affirming and strengthening both approaches. 
He knew the practicality and the integrity of Hopi culture and wanted to pass 
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its lessons to Hopi youth and the larger world. To the end, he followed the 
lesson of the cornfields glancing back periodically in the corn row, in order 
to continue life ahead on a straight and purposeful path.

During the last months of his life, Ferrell Secakuku composed seven songs for 
the Hopi people. The songs are about plants and draw from his work to revive 
peach orchards and hatiko (bean) fields on the land below Supawlavi Village. 
Through these songs, Ferrell wished to send a message to Hopi children—live 
a good Hopi life, learn the Hopi language, be proud of who you are.  Songs are 
a subtle way to share a message, not just for the children, but for all of us. 
In this way, Ferrell shared his knowledge and passion as a skilled composer 
and teacher.  

Ferrell dedicated his last years of life to preserving the Hopi language 
because he believed that Hopi life is understood only through the language.  
The CD Living Through Hopi Songs is one of Ferrell’s final works, the third CD of 
songs that he composed and produced through his non-profit organization 
Mesa Media.


