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the other kinds of corn planted by the Hopi are blue
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srutsnbe in o cerermnory. YWhite coen is ground into a
coarse meal and ritually prepared for use in proyer
Finely ground meal from roasted swaet com is called
roaddl and is mixed with water 1o creote gdvmi, a baked
u.:_mgh that s especially imporiant for an unmarmed -:_4|l|
and her family becouse 1§ will be used n the girl's
engogement ceremony. Large amounts of Blue and
white cornrnadl ore wsed when g womman gefs miarried
in o troditional Hopd wedding.

Before the sun has risen the next day, along with
others in my family, | owoke and go outssde our house,
bleary-eved and chilled, We hover around the pit to
warm ourtelves, The smell of the swoeet com, the smoke
ket o from the Hire and the earky maming air rouse
me. The 50l of the pit s broken, and the fother corn s
refrieved. Wihen its husks are peeled bock, @veryone
gathers to foke a bite of the fother corm. This corm ritual
creates what it is meant to: an increase of oppetite and
o renewal of strength. But coming together to share
thiz one egr of corn also signifies fomiy wnity and is
meant to eliminate any divishaeness

Soon the men Iu;;:jin to @mipty the Bt of corn,
taking turng jumplng into the pit as the hole deepens
They sometimes compite o see who con stay in the
korvgest and retrieve the most oo, it is fun to see them
get sweaty from the heat and block from the b, o h
trying to ouldo the other. Outside the pit, the mound of
steaming com grows larger, until inally the mother
corn ks retrigved, | join the others 1o repeot the shared
eating of the mother corn, knowing that this signifies
the strength of both parents to a family. Finally, we ane
gilowned to pick o tull ear for oursélves. My hands turn
block from the charred husks as | peel back &och layer

Thas haeseyt rises alf the coh and e onds are warmed
¥

as | take g wmall plece to personally feed the spints. As
the early moming light slowly turns into full doylight, |
ot fo iy heart’s cortent, enpoying the smoky Seeaetnes.

Aglwall (thonk youl!
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Suson Secokuku (Hopi) wos born ond raised on the Hopl
reservation in Arpena, She 5 o member of the Hopi Butterily
Clan. She received her B.5. from Arizona State Unbeersity ond
Fer bUA by Museum Studies from G:nr\gc Wn:l‘ulrw Uns-
versity, She worked bor sis years i the Community Services
department of the Mational Musgum of the American
Indban, Mow based in the Hopd community, she 18 an inde-
pendent condultant who works with Matlve Americon iribes
on mukeum apenations and culturdl projecth

Samon Secokubu's father, Ferrell Secakubu, chacks his com
plant a1 the begianing of harvest time,
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